The incidence of unexpected antibodies in blood products collected at a military donor center.
The objective of the study was to determine the frequency of unexpected antibodies in a population of Air Force personnel thought to be representative of the population involved in combat situations. Recipients of blood transfusions in combat situations may not be screened for the presence of unexpected (non-A, non-B) antibodies. The records of the Wilford Hall Medical Center/59th Medical Defense Wing Donor Center and Transfusion Medicine Laboratory were reviewed for the calendar years 1995 and 1996 to determine the frequency of unexpected antibodies in this center's donor population, the vast majority of whom are Air Force basic trainees. The frequency of unexpected antibodies in the basic trainee donor population was 4/10,000. Clinically significant antibodies were present in 2/10,000. Because this donor pool probably represents the potential population of combat casualties, this information is reassuring in assessing the risks associated with blood transfusion in combat situations.